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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices remain unchanged at high levels due mainly to new inquiries for immediate 
shipments driven by the coronavirus outbreaks.



Market Tone

Despite the weakening of the Thai baht to 32.79 baht/U.S. $1.00 from the previous week’s exchange rate 
of 31.86 baht/U.S. $1.00, rice export prices remain unchanged at high levels due to new inquiries for 
immediate shipments from foreign buyers who are panicking about the outbreak of the coronavirus.  
Additionally, domestic prices of Thai rice are still under upward pressure due to reduced supplies of 
MY2019/20 off-season paddy rice caused by drought.

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for March 16-22, 2020, 
totaled 60,922 metric tons, down 47,040 metric tons from the previous week and down 25,387 metric 
tons from the four weeks moving average of 86,309 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from January 1 
– March 22, 2020, totaled 977,986 metric tons, down 42 percent from the same period last year.



Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 
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